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difficult one from the police standpoint. Within an hour of
the time that Vance and I had left the scene of the crime a
systematic investigation had been launched by the men of
the Homicide Bureau in charge of Sergeant Heath. Benson's
house was again gone over thoroughly, and all his private
correspondence read; but nothing was brought forth that
that could throw any light on the tragedy. No weapon was
found aside from Benson's own Smith and Wesson; and
though all the window grilles were again inspected, they
were found to be secure, indicating that the murderer had
either let himself in with a key, or else been admitted by
Benson. Heath, by the way, was unwilling to admit this
latter possibility despite Mrs. Plate's positive assertion that
no other person besides herself and Benson had a key.

Because of the absence of any definite clue, other than the
handbag and the gloves, the only proceeding possible was
the interrogating of Benson's friends and associates in the
hope of uncovering some fact which would furnish a trail.
It was by this process also that Heath hoped to establish the
identity of the owner of the handbag. A special effort was
therefore made to ascertain where Benson had spent the
evening; but though many of his acquaintances were ques-
tioned, and the cafes where he habitually dined were visited,
no one could at once be found who had seen him that night;
nor, as far as it was possible to learn, had he mentioned to
anyone his plans for the evening. Furthermore, no general
information of a helpful nature came to light immediately,
although the police pushed their inquiry with the utmost
thoroughness. Benson apparently had no enemies; he had
not quarrelled seriously with anyone; and his affairs were
reported in their usual orderly shape.

Major Anthony Benson was naturally the principal per-
son looked to for information, because of his intimate know-
ledge qf his brother's affairs; and it was in this connection
that the District Attorney's office did its chief functioning
at the beginning of the case. Markham had lunched with